. Previous investigations resulted in the isolation of tannins, oil and triterpene 3 . As part of our chemical investigation on Bangladeshi medicinal plants, we report, herein, the isolation and structure elucidation of two pentacyclic triterpenes taraxerol (1), taraxerone (2) and a steroid, stigmasterol from the petroleum ether extract. The structures of these compounds were determined by spectral and chemical analyses. The structure of compound 2 was elucidated by direct comparison of its spectral data with that of compound 1. Although, the 1 H-NMR spectral data of 2 was in close agreement to that of 1, except the resonance at δ 3.19 for the oxymethine proton at C-3 in the spectrum of 1, was absent in 2. This suggested that the hydroxyl group at C-3 in compound 1 was replaced by a carbonyl function. On the basis of the above spectral features, compound 2 was characterized as taraxerone, the identity of which was further substantiated by comparison of its spectroscopic data with published values. 7, 8 The third compound was characterized as stigmasterol by comparison of its 1 H-NMR spectral data with published values 5 as well as by co-TLC with an authentic sample.
